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4 INDEPENDENT NATIONAL ELECTORAL COMMISSION \

GUII';)E;;;I;;NES FOR THE NOMINATION OF CANDIDATES
; N FOR ELECTIONS

1.0 INTRODUCTIO’\I | .
1.1 The Independent National Electoral Commission (Commission) is
empowered by Section 153 and Paragraph 15(a) of the Third

“Schedule of the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigera,
1999 (as amended) to: |

I-

“otgamze undertake and supervise all elections to the offices of the

Premdent, Vice — President, thé Governor, and Deputy Governor

-of.a State and to the Membership of the Senate, the House of

Tf{f:p:t”esentamres and the House of Assembly of each State of the
' Fa‘derauon i

1.2 Pursuant to its Constitutional mandate, the Commission approves
. and issues Timetable and Schedule of Activites for elections.

13 In'the exercise of the powers confcrred on the Commission by the
- Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigesa, 1999 (as amended)
an& the Electoral Act, 2020, the following Guidelines are hereby

1ssued for the nomination of capdidates for elections.

14 Bhese Gmdehnes shall apply to the nommation of candidates for

\ %

'ggf}dechon into the following offices: i

£ 4;;7; é.i‘tgg -

4 fl‘fﬁ% “President and Vice President;
by e and

- fE Az ‘%’m“ i . Nauonal Assembly (Senate and House of Representatives);
RS Rt o retouses of Assembly;

o %. gh alrmen and Vice - Chairmen of Area Councils of the

- Bedlepal Capital Tecritory (FCT); and
e B A ;;5¢';‘* :

oo "c;llors}up of Area Councﬂs of the FCT.

gh%es»supef“dc all other Guidelines on the Nomination

i s;fg’é Elections issued by the Commissio

i n and shall
*f@igce until replaced by new Gmdehnes or

: ) =*''f{‘:ffiglé,g{"E‘l‘)tcc‘a“ca,q;,nrmssjon
= o Nk, PO,

amendments




;ﬁééEﬁURE FOR THE SUBMISSION OF PRESCRIBED
' FORMS BY POLITICAL PARTIES o
71 i?b;lj{jgal" Parties seeking to ngmmate c‘gnchdatf:s. for (?echns shall
T L APrimaries for aspirants info elective positons ]fSted in Clause
1.4 a't‘:i'.ove, in accordance with the provisions of Section 84 of the
toral Act, 2026. :
iﬂlecgz)rl?lti?ait-l)arties shall, not later than 120 fiays to the date
E appéiﬁted for a General Election and Area Cou.ncﬂ Elect@n, submit
" to the Commission in the presctibed Forms, 2 list of candidates they
intend to sponsot accompanicd with an Affidavit sworn to by the
car;didate indicating that he or she has fulfilled all constitutional
,. té'qtf_irements for the office.
‘e submission of all Forms referred to in Clause 2.2 shall be made
k Tpnth‘e I&EC Candidates Nomixflation Portal (ICNP) only in respect
of candidates that emerged from validly conducted ptimaties,
24 . The 1pf:;:iocil for submission shall commence at 9.00am on the first
,day and end at 11.59pm on the last day as stipulated in the
Timetable and Schedule of Activities for the election.
2.5  Evedy Political Party intending to sponsor candidates for elections
inv_zixc;?:ordance with Section 29(1) of the Electoral Act 2026 shall:
(:a) Obtain access codes from the Commission on a date
o stipulated in the Timetable and Schedule of Activities for
v 4 election; | |
(b) Upload covering lette.'lr duly' signed by the designated
" ‘National Executives aq:thorised by  the respective Political
. Party’s Constitution;
() Complete Form ECY (Affidavit in Support of Personal
Particulars) and EC 9(A)-(G) (whichever is applicable) on
. the ICNP; : |
| (_%) En§ure Forms ECY (Ai-G) ate signed electronically by the
._ N ;' iesﬁgﬂated National Ex:ecutives authorised by the respective
i Political Party’s Constitution;

f
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3.0
3.1

| ,Cej‘f Ensure the completed Form ECI is downloaded and swom\
.. to by the candidate at the Federal High Court, High Court
| ;ﬁ of a State or of the Fede%cal Capital Territory indicating that
e s he or she has fulfilled all'I the constitutional requirement fot

: " election into that office; ', :

*(f) Upon swearing to the oath, scan and upload the oath page
 and other supporting documents to the ICNP;

(g) Ensure thatall required fields are completed and all prompts
.+ onthe JCNP are followed to enable successful submission.
After submission, an acknowledgment slip shall be generated. The
ICNP will also send an e-mail (Tonﬁrmation to the e-mail address
;e‘gifslqtié;red by the Political Party.

Ry '
NOTE: , ,
a. The prescribed Forms referred to in these guidelines are

. listed in Schedule 1.
* B, The portal shall no longer be accessible for submission of
prescribed Forms and other documents listed in Clause 2.5
(b), (d) and (f) after 11.59pm on the last day stipulated by
. the Timetable and Schedule of Activities for the submission
"+ 7. of Forms EC9 and EC9 (A - G); |
. i o} Hard copies of Forms and documents delivered in petson,
1. ¥ by Courder, or postal service deliveries shall NOT be
x accepted or processed b}{ the Commission.

PROCESSING OF PRESCRIBED FORMS

CLEARANCE ‘' BY THE OFFICE OF THE HON.
CHAIRMAN:

Upon ‘submission by Political Paties,. the Hon. Chairman shall
initiate’the processing ~of Forms by forwarding submissions made
by Political Parties on the ICNP to the Election Party and
Mf?ﬁi@dring Department (EPM) for verification and cleatance,

AN 7
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Gz‘ ELECTION  .AND
DEPARTMENT

The EPM Department Shall
- :5,'(51{) Verify and confirm the signatures of designated National

4 ' Executives authorised ' by the respective Political Party’s
Constitution with the sample signatures in the ICNP

ok database; and
o }‘(b) Upon confirmation, the EPM shall clear and forward

*. " submissions made by| the Political Parties to the Legal
Drafting and Clearance Department (LD&C) for further

' PARTY MONITORING )

o processing.
33 LEGAL DRAFTING AND CLEARANCE (LD&C)
DEPARTMENT |
Thé LD&C Department shall: :
submissions forwarded by the EPM

* (@) Acceptand validate the,
o Deparmeny
" i(b) Print all presctibed Forms and
- uploaded by Political' Parties,

. ‘electronically stamped;
(¢) Date and sign each page

- documents;

(d) Sort all Forms according to clective office and on State

other supporting documents
which shall already be

of the ptinted Forms and

' - basis; |
(&) Arrange, process, and forward all Forms EC9 to State and
21 days for

L FCT offices of the Commission within
;7 publication in compliance with Section 29(3) of the
- s Electoral Act, 2026. |

40  INTERIM LIST OF CANDIDATES

The LD&C Department shall: : .
(a) Generate the list of candidates for each election from the
+ ICNP;
(b) Vet the List of Candidates with
‘. Form EC9;
' '(9} Process for Commission’s information. )
{

the information provided In




—OKW-I'TH-DRAWAL/SUBSTITUTION OF CANDIDATES \
2'1 A %};?'bli"t"ical*Party that intends to change its candidate in accordance

53

6.0
6.1

<10 Ureplace its withdrawn of dead candidate, and attach evidence

BN T Y ing] '
TV HConstitution, forwarding] the proof of death or withdrawal

with Section 33 of the Electoral Act, 2020, shall, within the period

sﬁip’]uiat‘ed in the Timetable and Schedule of Activities for election:
ﬁ@) Notify the Commission of the conduct of fresh primaries to

i of withdrawal ot death; and
i(b) Ensure that the date fixed for the conduct of fresh primaries
+ " is within the 14 days of the withdrawal/death and the period
for substitution stipulated in the Timetable and Schedule of
" Activities for election.
Uquﬂ ;'the emergence of a substitute candidate in accordance with
Sectjori 33 of the Blectoral Act, 2026, the Political Party shall:
(a) Upload on the ICNP, a lettet signed by designated National
;. i Bxecutives authorised by the respective Political Party’s
'} ' lettet duly signed by the tandidate withdrawing;
- (b) Complete and upload: : '
" i Withdrawal of Candidates Form ECI1 A -G
e (whichever is applicable) signed by the candidate
. withdrawing and the substitute candidate; and
i, Passport photographs of the withdrawn and
KR substitute candidate L
(¢} Complete and upload Fotms EC9, EC9 (A-G) in respect of
o i-“ the substitute candidate asing the procedure in Clauses 2.3
4725, i
Note that there shall be no withdrawal/substitution of candidates
for bye-elections EXCEPT in the case of death.
FORM EC13 (A-G)
Political Parties shall: j
() :Download and complete Forms EC13 A - G (whichever is
~ Yapplicable) in respect of candidates sponsored for elections
! “within the stipulated period in the Timetable and Schedule
.- of Activities for electionj and |
'(b) Upload the completed Forms EC13 A - G (whichever is

fj :'” : apphcable) /_\! | /
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FIII\IAL [ IST OF CANDIDATES

- '. G : rtment Shau: l . . .
71« The LD%ES;@EZ the names of substitute candidates with the

5 PRIST O
L Teneld) 4 : lhtes:
i‘ifwﬁ%‘é " Interim List of candidates; ' "
. '(b) . Vet the List of Candidates with the information provided
i AT :

)

¥ . in Form ECY; : - e

St o Seek the Commission’s approval for .pubh'cagon of the
"\ " Final List of candidates within the timeline stipulated in the
. Timetable and Schedule of Activities fot the election;

% 1d) Forward the Final List to the respective State and FCT
7 ffices of the Commission for publication at least 60 days
before the date of election in compliance with Section 32(1)

4" of the Electoral Act, 2026.
. |

., bond
LR T
p i

8.0 ‘COURT ORDERS |
8.1 V&he”rg‘ there is a Coutt Order in respect of the nomination of any
‘¢ahdidate, the Commission shall comply with such Order and
 indicate same agairist the name of the court ordered candidate on
the Final List of Candidates.

These Guidelines complement the prc}visions of the Constitution of the
Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999 (as amended) and the Electoral Act, 2026.
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| Prof. ]oisl; Ojo Amupitan, SAN
Chaitman
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K SR SCHEDULE 1 N
o PRESCRIBED FORMS

Presidential igov.emorship Senatorial | House of | State House | Chairmanship | Councillorship
e Reps ' | of Assembly

s | 4~ B Series CSeres | DSeres | ESeres F Series G Series

A sedt |
YN[ FORMNO;| ~ FORM
’TW 1] Affidavit In Suppott of Personal Particulats (Al Elections)
7| EC9A . | Submission of Namesof Candidc by Political Party (Presidential Election)
T—‘P-JC9 B ' | Submission of Names of Candidates by Political Party (Governotship Election)
4 | ECYC | Submission of Names of Candidates by Poliical Party (Senatorial District Election)
"5 | ECID | Submission Of Names of Candidates by Political Party (House of Representatives Election)
"4 | ECYE - | Submission of Names of Candidates, by Political Party (State House of Assembly Election)
7 | ECYE- | Submission of Names of Candidates by Political Party (FCT Area Councl Chaitmanship
. [ | Blecton) | ’
5 | ECYG ’ ' Submission of Names of *Candidates? by Political Party (FCT Area Council Councillorship

| Election) ,
9 | ECIIA | Notice of Withdrawal of Candidare (Presdiential Election)
10 | ECHB | Notice of Withdrawal of Candidate (Governotship Election)
11 | BCHC |Notice of Withdrawal of Candidate (Senatorial District Election)
2| ECID TNotice of Withdrawal of Candidate (House of Representatives Election)
"5 | ECHE | Notice of Withdrawal of Candidate (State House of Assembly Election)
14| BCHF | Notice of Withdrawal of Candidate (FCT ‘Area Council Chairmanship Election)
5 | ECHG: Notice of Withdrawal of Candidate (FCT Area Councll Councilorship Election)

16 | BC3A i Nomination Form (President)
17| EC3B | Nomination Form (Governor)

ey

18] ECB3C | Nomination Form (Member of Senate)

B | ECBD | Nomination Form (Member of House of Represeatatives)
%?i% E | Nomination Form (Member of State House of Assembly)
T&F | Nomination Form (FCT Atea Council Chairman) —
\ - BCHG | Nomiation Fou (FCT e Cou Counclo)



