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IN THE FEDERAL HIGH COURT OF NIGERILA
IN THE ABUJA JUDICIAL DIVISION
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1. ABAH MICHEAL AUDU N
2. BOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY (SDP)  PLAINTIFFS
3. DR. CHUKWUAMA UCHECHUKWU OGBONNA !"'_

[National Organizing Becretury, SDP) .
_ .

INDEPENDENT NATIONAL ELECTORAL DEFENDANT
COMMISSION (INEC)

ORIGINATING SUMMONS

LET; INDEFENDENT NATIONAL ELECTORAL COMMISSION (1NEQ]
Flut 4360, dambes Cresvent,
Mortnme, Abua

Withu: 7 days atier service of thus sammons on i, wchisne ol the
dale of suth seryvion, cause appearances o be enteorod for 115 behalf
anpon:the appheation of the Plaintff whe cloam:

1. That the | Plaand was & duly nominated windidile of the 2w
Flauntfl whose name and  persomal porbiculnes wes duly
subrmitted to the Defondantas the Governorshaop Candidaie of the
Aoci) Democrptic Pwy o Benue Stmte 1or the 20027 Gonerqdd

ElectioiREDERAL HIGH COURT
ARTIA
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a The Defendeant refused to publish the name and peraonad

particulars of the 10 Plaintiff as the Covernorship Candidate of
the Spcisl Demacfatic Party in Benme State for the 2037 Cenersl
e tslinns

Thie Dlaintiffs scel determunation of the fellowing questions atd
reliafs:

QUESTIONS:
I. JWhether having regard to the provision of sections 29; 31 and

il.

fid.

23 of the Electoral Act 2026, Roegulations and Guaidelines for
Political Partics, 2026 issued by the Defendant, Lhe
Defendant cun lawfully publish the name and personal
partieniors of any other person other than the name and
.persenal porticalars of the 1% Plaintiff that was duly
submitted to the Defendant by the 2™ Plaintiff as the
Governorship Candidate of the Social Demoeratie Party in
Benue State for the 2027 Generul Eloctions.

Whether having regard to the Provision of Sections 29, 32(1),
B4 and B6 of the Electoral Act 2026, Regulations and
Guidelines for Political Partiss, 2026 issued hy the
Defendant, the Defendant is not statutorily prohibited from
recoqnizing and publishing the name and persenal particulars
of any cther person who did not emerge from a valid Primary
Elaction conducted by the 2™ Plaintiff In accordance with the
law as the Governaorship Candidate of the Social Domeoratic
Party in Benune State for the 2027 General Elections.

Whether having regard to the circumstances of this case,
including the valid Nomination and Submission of the name
and personal patticulars of the 17 Plaintiff as the
Governorship Candidate of the Social Democmatic Party in
Benua Slate for the 2027 General Elections,

[N
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If the answers ta the above questions are determinad in favour of the
Plaintiffs, the Malntifs scek the foliowlng réiefs against the Befendant:

. § declaration that it s unlawful, Tiegal, unconstitutional, null and void

for the defendsnt to recognlze and publish the name and persanal
particulars of any othar person other than the name snd personal
particulars of the 1% Plaintiff as the Governoeship Candidale of the
Social Domocratic Party in Bemue Zoate [or the 2027 General
Elections.

. A declaration that the defendant s bound o recognize and publish the

name and personal particulars of the 1= Plainifff as the Governarahip
Candidate of the Sogal Demooratic Party in Banue State fur the
2027 Ganwral Eloctions.,

. An order of this Honorable court dirscting the Defendant to

recognize and publish the name and personal particolars of the 12

Maintiff as the Governoeship Candidate of the Soeial Democratc
Party in Beoae State for the 2027 General Eleciions.

. An order of this honorable cowrt directing the Defendant not to

further recognize, accept and publish the nama of any other nerson
pther than the name and personal particulars of the 1% PlzintiT as the
rgvernorsilip Candidate of Lhe Social Demoomtie Party in Benue
State (or the 2027 Generz]l Elections.

. An order of this honorable court directing the Defendznt o sat aside

the purported publication of the name and personal particulars of any
gtiher person other tan the name and persons! particilars of the 1¢
Flaintiff as the Governorshin Candidate of the Social Democratic
Marty in Benuae State for the 2027 Goneral Elections,

An order of this honorable court restrzining the Defendant from
plaging on the ballot the name of any person ather than the name of the
1# Blalnthf as the Governorship Candidale of the Bocial
Dzmovreatic Party in Benae Stare [or the 2027 Géheral Elactions,
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7. And for such further arder(s) st this Honourdble Court may desm
fit to maka in the ciroumsiances of this case.

Dﬂtﬂﬂ- th.l-‘ | o ot ] D“r nfllllii-l.-li-i---||-q"ppppl Euzﬁl

THIS SUMMONS WAS TAKEN OUT BY: Yahaya Mukatla Mavo,
ey (Legal Practifioner) of WEite Chambers & Co. Mo, 7 Asaba
Close, Off Zmska Aryauka Streel, Area L1, Garkd, Abuja for the
abuvé-named Flamtiffs. The Deferdant moy appeor hereanio by
entering appearance peraonally or by Tepgal Practibioners either oy
filling the appropriate processes in response al the Registoy of the
Conart whisre the Suinmons was iasied or oy scnding it to that office
by sy of the methons allowed by these mles,

Y - T
e A e

Judge/ Registrar

NOTE:

If the Lefeadant de ot respond within the fime a° (fie place above
et livned, such orders will be marde and procéedings muay be t4ken
as the Judge may think juat and cepediont

pated the [ day of 2L 2026 |
B, o

#—= Yahaya hMukatla Mavn, Beg
Uraman Sam SGallamu, Eag
Atdalbmlomm Ademu, Beg

Unr Aliyy Mohammed, Boy
Bashr 530l Abubssr, Esg



FOR SERVICE ON:

Hajars [brahin Bawn, Beqg.
M-rRwips Baohn, Fag
Couneel to the Plaintiifz,

White Chambers & T,
Mo T Asghg Close,

Ol Tmel=, Amyanlog Steer,
Aren 11, Qeolkd, Aboga,
A808E2E5652,

Whitechamberr96agmail.es

Eapsimail yahoynevolioger

b oo,

INDEFENDENT NATIONAL ELECTORAL COMBMIBRSION

FPlot 436, Zembezl Cresoent,

Maitama, Abuja.



' IN THE FEDERAL HIGH COURT OF NIGERIA
IN THE ABUJA JUDICIAL DIVISION
HOLDEN AT ABUJA

SUIT NO.FHC/ARJ/CS/ J2026

BETWEEN:

1. ABAH MICHEAL AUDU -

2. BOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY (SDP) LPLMI"I"I‘IFFE

3. DR. CHUKWUAMA UCHECHUEWU OGBONNA

[(National Organizing Secretary, SDP) |

AND

TNDEFENDENT NATIONAL ELECTORAL DEFENDANT

COMMISSION (INIEC)

AFFIDAVIT IN SUFPORT OF THE ORIGINATING
SUMMONS

], Dy, Chukwuama Uchechukwu Ogbonoa, Nigoran, Adull, Male of e,
L7, Nawobi Btrear, OIT Patakou Crescent, Wuse 2, Abuja do hereby make

oath and state =y follows;

Ll am a registered member of the 272 Plaintiff and e National Orgasiziog
mecretany of the Social Democratic Party (SDP). 1 am aleo the 39 PlaintTin
this suit by wirtue of this poaition, T am conversant with the facts of this

case. Copy of my membership Card is attached fcreww as Bxhibit 1.

2. The Iue s herein siated in this affidavit are within my personal knowledge

except otherwise statod.

3. | nave the consent of the 1=and 20 Pamtiffs 1 deposs to this AFdavit

4. Tae i+ Plemtdl is the Jduly nommated cendidace of the Sasial
Democratc Party whose nome and pereosial particalary was duly
submitied 12 the Defendan) as the Governorship Candldate of the

E



Social Demograte Party @1 Benuwe Statn for the 29097 Geness)
Elsctions,

5. The 2 Plainbl is a political party registered tn Nigeds with its
Natiomal Becretariar i Abuje and oifices in all Siates and Local
Grivertiner L Arcas of the Fedsration,

6. The-activitier of the 2% Pigintill inchade nortination, sponamrship
end submission of rames and persenal particulars of candidates o

e D::fe"ldant for exyy-election In Nigeriu and canvassing {or votes for
1%a l:EIlh.'lﬂ.El.t.Els and among .'::LIE.:'E-

T. 1 waa elected as the National Omperdzing Secretary of the Sopda)
Demmoeratic Party during the Nadonal Convention of the party held
on 20W May, 2036 in Abuis under the leadership of Al Shebiz Musa
Gabarm, Wetioria]l Chairman of the 10 Plaintit culy I‘."n'.tnir:rrr_':d by the
Detendant. Certified True Copy of the Defendant's Monitoring Ruport
of the Natiopul Convention held o 20¢ Mey, 2026 in Abuja is
artached hereto as Exhibit 2.

8, The 1= Plaintifl is the duly oominated candidate of the Social
Demoeratic Party (29¢ Plaintiff) as (he Governorship Candidate of the
Social Demporabtic Pasiy in Pepue State for the 2027 General
Tlrciions.

8, The Deterdant i a body created by the Congtitution of the Ferleral
Republic of Niparia that registered ali political parties in Nigeria, t
also had the responsibility of maniloring and reguilating the nctivities
af palitieal parties m Nigena in accardatics with the provisinn of the
Hlectoral Act and the Cotstiloton of Migena as well os publication of
namas and personal particulars of condidates (or an cleotior.

10 The 1% Plainhiff's nmne and personal partioulars (INEC FORM
ECO} was duly submitted to the Defendant by the 299 PlaintifT on ek
June, A6 in gocordance with the Revised Timetable and Schedule
of Activibes 1ssued by the Diefendant as the trovernorehip Candidate
ot the Spcial Degiooratic Party n Benue State for the 2027 General
Eleetions which was duly receved and acknowledged hy the
Defendant, Copy of lhe said jetter submitted to the Defendant with the
INEC FORM ECS are atlschec @s Exhibits 3 and 4 respectively.



FL T stale that (e our surprise, on the 29 day of August, 2026, thre
Defendan! pubiished name and perboral pFIT.1i-|"|-I|F|I‘3 nf other person
other than the name and parsonal particulars of the 1% Maintiff as the
LGovernorstup Cundidate of the Spuial Demoeratie Party in Bemiue
State for the 2027 Ganeral Tlectons.

L 2.1 state rhat we did not sereen and vlearcd the perann whose name
and personal purticulars was pubifished by the Defendant neither did
we tnminate and submit the person’s name s the Governorship
Candidate of the Socwl Demooratic Pasty m Benue State for the 2027
Genernl Electwores

|31 know as a fact that the Defendant s only mandated to publish
the name and personal partieulvrs:of & validly nominated candidats
of o pontival party who partictpated, won primory elections angd Fis
narne is submited o the Detendan) By the sald political party as its
pandidate.

1. T oawesy to this Affidavir inogood fouh Lielieving eam be true
are] moaccordance with the Chaths A,

DEPONENT

Sworn to at the Federal High Court Registey, Abuja
thin.. 5 ...... day of ..2.071....2028
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REPORT OF SOCIAL DEMOCIAT PARTY (SDI') NATIONAL
CONVENTION HELD onN 39 MAY 2636 AT BOTA AHMED TINUR(s
INTERNATTONAL CONFRR ENCE CENTRE, ABUIA

INTRODUCTION .

politen! parties, (e Sevilal Demtoctatic Pary (S0P, a6 of tho nincieen Tegisterayd

Pillties] Parries bad on % May, 7026 notifad the {ommlssing Bl ity MNuthom)
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L Registration/ Aceteditarion
2. Nafional Anthe

3. Openiig Praye

4 Welcome Spocch by ths Chalfrmgn, Natigal §73p
5. Report of State uf Affis of s
6. Motiosis

7. Eleclon of Nutosial Cfficers by Veilos Ve

% Sveetitng-in of Mationsl (fipars

¥, Brief Rimuzls by Dol omsthe Carps, Oserypes ansd Spaciyl
10, Elaction o[ Présidansia) Cuntlldtes

L1 Vate af Thare by the Nrtiana) Secretary

I E.ﬁuairlg Reninrls/Viots o7 Thanka

Pasty by (hia Diepuaty Maticna| Seeretpy
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INTRODUCTION OF Guegy

iirotnetion tppehanded
and the impertanog of hey Individuals wighi tha

WELCUME ApDhryss Y THE N A
Shahn Musa G},

gt ghe| delepates, myembecy the Kp

tional Txecnrive '[.'umullltte. LH S T o
af the Matony] Worlking Lumitmniliee,

Eridapenduy) M lhine! Efoge ey Comminiion

(PRECT offimaly, eaders from e Wigetin, ‘tresibi af auu-"“'\

I-“—E-”T-.f"'é ||"|::|-"I
SOminity, eléct|un ey iz

RRSTEI oy
niil nditors, ISy whendled, menihis o e
II. 1lr"-.

a 177 ga uwdie }
-~

ehIE PR
1L'. (e kit ETI'%: '
|I T e



Sase, Tha LD s el de e deateh|[fye oy
v et Seclid Do Pty stood G, Bocusi
i e, but polisen) R TR T

Ieiteeryin d2iriey, pnd NRWAVRIIL Peapinot fop dug

withou 1m1i:au;ru Lhﬁt Withify the &
Democrane Paity, phy Joddiclery has aly PETVEn o be the Ly hope of dn:nmm:.r::,.-
itgal)

The ernarigy demonatrafd Megugh [, adljind]

By el i il s Brentir1han 1be Eunitituting, ind auhlbion iy filore {RPGrny T

the garival ml'dﬂnmqﬁ_t O, Wi thierafers ex el i (faenesy AN EnLiy)|
M the Migeriag Juditary frr iis coum

s i FebrTis 4y e S

S compen thit i pegicliyg Notioneg| Fldstory) 'E'.'a:mm_iﬁ_.*:jnn’ﬁ:r Ha fnotnps

3 g ] LAY ';-Eﬂ!i



]
Ny s 3

- compllence with mbnising Judicial Fnuunﬂﬁmtgtu,

confidence i Wigora'y démocrtie prossses gy
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Pitsh Adeiwile Adebeyo
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ELECTION AND SWEARINGAN oF NATTONAL OFFICERS
Amellon was moy

ed by Miger State Chuiraisn, Dald Yokubu Yarimu fop the
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IN THE FEDERAL HIGH COURT OF NIGERIA

IN THE ABUJA JUDICIAL DIVISION
HOLDEN AT ABUJA

SUIT NO.FHC/ABJ/CS/ /2026
BETWEEN:
1. ABAH MICHEAL AUDU “|
2. SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY |SDF)  PLAINTIFFS

3. DR. CHUKWUAMA UCHECHUEWU OGBONNA |
[Nationnl Organizing Secretary, SDP |
AND i

INDEPENDENT NATIONAL ELECTORAL DEFENDANT
COMMISSION [TNEC)

WRI IN SUp
ORIGINATING SUMMONS

1.0 INTRODUCTION:

Il Ths Writter; Address 15 hled in support of the Plantifs’
Unginating Summons secking the determination of the

tollawing questions:

i Whether having regard to the provision of sections 29, 31
and 32 of the Electoral Act 2026, Regulations and Guidelines
for Political Partles, 2026 issued by the Defendoant, the
Defendant can lawfully publish the name and personal
particulurs of any other person other than the name and
personal poarticulirs of the 1" Plaintiff that was duly
submitted to the Defendant by the 2™ Plainliff as the
Governorghip Candidate of the S8ocial Democratic Party in
Benue State for the 2027 General Blections.



Whether having regard to the Pravision of Sections 29, 32{1),
84 and 86 of the Electoral Act 2026, Regulations and
Guidelines for Political Partics, 2026 [ssued by the
Defendunt, the Defendant is not statutorily prohibited from
recognizing and publishing the name and personal
particulars of any other person who did not emerge from a
valid Primary Election conducted by the 2™ Plaintiff in
accordance with the law as the Governorship Candidate of
Lthe Soclal Democralie Party In Benue State for the 2027
General Elections.

Whether having regard to the circumstances of this case,
including the valid Nomination and Submission of the name
and personal particulars of the 1" Plaintiff oz the

Governorahip Candidate of the Social Democratio Party in
Benue State {or Lthe 2027 Genersl Elections.

1.2 The Plalnliffe seeks tha folawlng religfs against the Defendant

A declaration tat it is unlawful, legsl, unconstitubional, null and vold for
the defendant to mcognize and publish the name and personal particulars of
any other person other than the name and personal particulars of the 1
Flaintitt a=s the CGovernorslip Candidie of the Socal emocratio Pary
ino Dlenue Stale e the 2027 Genenst) Electinns

A dectaration that the defendant |5 bound to recognize and publish the
rame and porconal partculars of e 2 PEIRGT os the Governoeshp
Cindidate af the Sacml | donocmatie Py i Begoe Mawe forite 2027
General Elactinms,

An order of this Henorable court directing the Defandant ta rmcognize
and: publish the name and persenal particutars of the 1™ PlainbT &5 (e
Governarsiup Cardinlane of the Socinl Democratic Purty In Betiie
Stete for the HET Geneml Elesiions

An arder of this honorable court directing the Doferdant not o Farthis
recognize; accepl and publish the name of any ather peistn athar tharn The

an



name and persaial particoiacs of the 1 Plantft as the Governorainp
Uwinididate s the Socidl ertocratic Paoryon Beane Sie for the 2027
e a] Elee thons

An order of this honorable court directing the Defendant 1o sef aside the
purported publication of the name and personal particulars of any other
persan other than the name and personal particulars of the 15 Plaintiff as
the Governorship Candidule of the Soclal Pemocratic Fany in Benle
State for the 20027 Gerleral Electims.

An order of this honorable court r=training the Defendant frum placing
an the Baliot the name of any person ather than the name of the 1 Plaintiff
as the Governorship Candidate of the Svcil Demorralic Pary in
Benue State for the 2027 Genernd Elections,

And far such further order(s) that this Honourable Coult may desn fit
b make inthe crcumstances of s casa.

2.0 TEME IS

My Lord, we crave the mdulgence of this Honourable Court to adopt the
depositions contained In the Affidavit v support of thie Orgirating Summaons
a5 the Plalatiffs’ Satement of facts in this @se,

3.0 ISSUES FOR DETERMINATION:

The PFlaintiffs respectfully adopts the guostions crafted a the
Criginating Summens for the detarmination of tis Honeurable Court
a5 thelr ssues fr dersmination o wit

|.  Whether having regard to the provision of sections 29, 31 and
33 of the Electoral Act 2026, Regulations and Guidelines for
Political Partles, 2026 issusd by the Defendant, the

Defendant cun lawiully publish the name and personal
particulars of any other person other thun the name and

LT



perasonil partleculars of the 1Y Plointlif thatl was duly
submitbed to the Defendant by the 2" Plaintiff as the
Governorship Caodidate of the Bocinl Democtutic Party in
Benue State for the 2027 General Elections.

il. Whether having regard to the Provision of Sections 29, 32(1),
84 and 86 of the Electoral Act 2026, Regulations and
Guidelines for Poliiical Partles, 20236 issued by the
Defendant, the Defendant is not statutorily prohibited from
recegnizing and publishing the name and personal particulars
of any other person who did not emerge from a valid Primary
Election conducted by the 2™ Plaintiff in accordance with the
law us the Governorship Candidate of the Soclal Démocratic
Parly in Benue Stute for the 2027 General Elections,

iii. Wheather having regard to the circumstances of this case,
including tha valld Nomination and Submission of the name
and personal particulars of the 1% Plaintiff as  the
Governarship Candidate of the Socinl Democrutic Party in
Bonue State for the 2027 General Eloctinns,

4.0 LEGAL ARGUMENT:

We urge your lordship to argue the 3 issues for determination tgether

4.1 My Lord, the Defendant published rame snd personal particulsrs of a
purpted conchdateof the 2™ Plaintifl on the 290 Aggust, 2026 who did nat
pbtain Expression of [nterest and Nomination Fare of the 2™ plaintif he
wiES NeveEr sereeniid, clearsd noe even icaminagtad by the 2°° Plaimtiif g e
Govelnoeship Candidave ol he =ocial Demoerate Barly in Benue
State [oe thie 20027 Cenersl Fleations

42 We submit with respact that the name pebiésned By the Defendant s not
an acpliant or nomirated candidatos of the 2* Plaintiff and theretore he did
ot altalr the lngal status of an sspivant/candidate (o qualify to contest far
an elechion undsr the platform of the 2" Plaintiff See the Sppreme Court



cas= of Fayemi Tosin Babatunde y. INEC & 4 Ors (unveporied)
v G v. A

4.3 We furtfier suimit with the greatest respect that once d political party
has submitted the name of s candoate @ INED In accordancs with
the THECs Timetabie and Schedule of Activities, INET & duty bound to
plibalich the rmame and personal partieulars o submited by the poltical
party as the recognize candidate of thal polithcal party. Section 29 of
the Electoral Act, 2026 proviges that:

1.7 Ewvery political party shall, not [ater than 120 days befare the
date appointed for general election under this Act, submit to the
Commission, In the prescribe Forms, the list of the candidates the
marty proposes to sponsor al the efections, who shall have emerged
fram valid primaries conducted by the political paities.

2 The list or information submitted by each candidate shall be
accompanied by an affidavit sworh to by the candidate at the

Federal High Courl, Migh Court of & State, or Federal Capital
Territory, indicating that he or she has fulfilled all the constitutional
requirements for election into that office.

3. The Commission shall, within 21 days of the recefpt of the
personal particulars of the candidate, publish same in the
constituency whara the candidate intamnds to contest the election™,

47 Sectiom 33 of the Electaral At 2026 provides that:

“A paolitical party shall not be aliowed to change or substitute
its candidate whose name has been submitted under Section

29 of this Act, except in the case of dealh or withdrawal by
the candidate”.



4.4

4.8

4./

My Lord, the opersbve word "shall® Bs used in the shove sedtion 5
mandatory ann cannot be waved.

My Lard, the I™ Planbiffs duly nominated candidate thel  was
submitted to the Detendart e the Guvernurship Cundidate of Wi
Socigl Pemocratic frly i Benue State for the 2027 Goneral
MecHets 5 not dead and he has not withdrawn his amtition, The
publication of the mame of 0 strangar whd did motl emeroe from the
validly conducted primary election: of the 29 Plarddi s therefors
urlawful, iheaal, mill, void and of no legal effect whatsoaver,

Thes posiion Is by supported by & [ong line of authorties, In
AMAECHT v, INEC (2008) 5 NWLR (PT. 1080) 227, the Supreme
Court emphatically held thet 3 poliical party cannot whimnsically
substitiite a candidats aftér sybmission to INEC without cooent snd
verifiable reasons, and the Court can intervens to protect this validly
neminated candidate,

Alsa, 0 the case of UGWU v ARARUME (2007) 12 NWLR (PT.
1048) 367, the Suprome Court strack down an illegal substiution,
affirming that the procees must comply strickly with the Bectoral Act,

Dur Courts have consistently. hedd that after a vahd noemnation and
wwbmssion of names of candidates who emerge from a valid primary
election conducted by political parses and mantored by INET, the law
I5 that INEC |s bound & recogrize only the names of submitted
candidaies who emerged from &8 valid primary election unless the
statutory excaptions apply. 5ee the cases of PEOPLES DEMOCRATIC

PARTY v. ENGR JOHN 1BRAHIM UCHE & DRS (2023) LPELR-
59604(5C); GEORGE  GABRIEL CHIADIKAOBI Vs



4.8

44

4.10

INDEPENDENT NIGERIA ELECTORAL COMMISSION & ORS.
(2023} LPELR-59677(CA); LABOUR PARTY & ORS v. EZE OKO
& ANOR (2022) LPELR-58549(CA).

Corsequently, the publicstion of the niame and personal particulars of
any ather pesson other than te name and persanal particulars of e
I Plaintdf as the  Governarship Candideite of the Sooul
Comrocriaie Parcy an Beoe State o the 20287 Genseal Elections
that was duly submimed to the Defendant |s a dear viclation of sectien
29 (37 of the Elactoral Act 2026, Regulations and Guidelines for Political
Parties, 2026 and the Consttution of the Federal Republic'of Nigeria
1994 {as amended). The ¥ HlaintfTs rame having been duly

subwmittec Lo and uploaded by the Defendant, the Defendant @rnaot

pubilish any other name and personal particulars apadt front Hhe pame
and personal particulars of tha 17 Plaintf without justifuztion and
comptiance with the grovisions of the Electoral Act

Wi further subrmit that In the arcumstances, the Defendant s
statutoflly protibited from accepting, recognizing and poblishing the
rame al any other persan whis did not emenge fram a valld primary
mectiin &5 axprecdy provided InSectin 2 1) of the Electoral Act
2070 except that of 1% PRINGT

Thetefore, the Defendants salé At this clage < lo ancure complancs
with the Bw regaiding pubication of names of candidatos that wire
validly nominated by political parties-anc not aliowing an unguaified
candidates to Pndermings Hhe enline electoral process and the prinelple
of Internal demracy.



411

q.12

4.1

The Supreme Court as i back as In Odedo v. INEC (2008) LPELR-
2204{5C) and subsemient cases Bas firmly opheld the sanctity of
validly conducted orimaries and publishicd naminaticns,

My Lord, whero a politicai paimy has exercised a nght conferred by the
Eectoral Aw and submitted mame of 3 candigate that emerge friom a
validly conducted Primary Election duly monitored by INEC in
accordance with the statutoey meguirements, [INEC cannot refused
complance meraly by relyng on adminstrative  armngement
jrconsistent with the provision of the Eiectaral Act most especially
where INEC roeceived the name of the cantiidate from the com petences
argan of the party bur has refused to rcognize or publish the namia of
the candidate. See APM v, INEC & Drs (2023) 9 NWLR (Pt.1890)
419, INEC v. NNPP (2023} 12 NWLR (Pt,) 1891 and Kolawole
v, INEC & Anor (2012) {unreported) CAJABI/1000/2022
INET's roia 1s not m substitute s pwn choice for that of a colitical
party in refation to the party’s candidate, The Blectorsl A plares the
respansbdity. for nonmminsticn/sponsoring candidates upon the politica
party, while INEC performs the statutery electoral functions assignsd
o it by section 29 (3} of the Electoral Adt, 2026 by publishing the nams
and personal particulass of the nominated candidate so submitted by
the political party.

I i Turther submtied that by the prevision of 1he Blectoral 41,
A0k, e Delemdimt Hos no diseretian on publeatogs of
namn ol pmy ol hor persen gther than the paoon of Ere 10 Platsulf
as the valicfly neminated candidare of the 2 Plarnnll who
eoielppd winnel §5 thie Govermorskip Candidaic of the Sdocoal

Demnociauc Perly: o Benue Stare o the 2027 Geoets)

1K



4.14

4.15

.10

Eleciions, Assumig withen eomaedng thar the 1 Plaisnff
Yolnnrarnly eelmgqusshes iy onedaodaiam, vhe b FITI-]EI.Ilﬂ_h‘E‘d the
el of subistitutirig e candidatmte o W prerson s#hose names
was duly wubmtted to INEC where the Supreme Lot n
VUzodinmn V. [zunaso (No 2} [2011] 17 NWLR (PL. 12751 30
at 60 paras B-E held thai;

“The only instance where the name of n candidate
other than the candidate that won the Primary
Election will be forwurded to Independent National
Electoral Commission {INEC) & where the candidate
that won the clection withdraw his eandidature by
notice in writing signed by him and delivered by
himsell to the Pelitical Party that nominated him for
the election, or where he dics before his name is
submitted to INEC or after the name has been
sabmitted and before the clectlions.” Bee Olugbemi V.

C - E per Galnjo J.B.C

We therstore respectfully submit that the Phintffs hove placod
sufficient, credible,-and uncontradicted evadencs before the Court via
thi affidavit and exhibits theroto, These facts establish a clear right to
the deciarations and ordars sought by the Plaintiffs.

it |5 now trife law that eclaratory relnts are granted upan proot an
thix balance of profsiifities, whicn the Paintiffe heve dischamod, The
relicts saught =90 the Scumstances nemessany o prevent frreparabla
narm, gven the Imitad slecaral imelines and the |mm1nﬁnt threst of
iireversible action by the Defendant.

Wi tharefore make bald ba stoté that the balanse of comenience Hits
Meavily | favaur of the Plamtfs, who stonds to lose thelr vaildly

7,



nomimated candidates (hrough no fault of thelr own, whie the
Deferdant suffers ao preudice in being compelled to oley the R&w.

417 CONCLUSION:

4. 18 We most humbly sabmit that the Plafatiffs has made out & clear cace
n thelr favour warranbing the wrgent intemvention of ths Honoumabie
Court. This Honoyrable Court s thus urged to answer the questions in
the, PlainkeTs” favew and grant &l the reliefs soughr in the Orlginating
SURTITIONS,

4.19 May it o please your Lordship,

patad the 45T oy of S{f‘t. 2075

Le Vb Mubaily Mavs: Bic
Uarm=an Sant Sallanonrg Eiply
Al T habnem Adaroy B
Lo Al Mobmmmed, g
Taslur Shrs Abribilioa iy
Hudars: Mhrahiny Hawa, Ksn
Mi'aemps Habn, Bag
Counnel to the Plalotifis
Whire Chiobers & Cn

. 7 Anabn o,
CMF Bk Aty i e
Aren ks, Vwario, A2
ORI ERAGT
WinleohomberaSaiginl oum

LE'.F:H"!'I'--I"'“.:l;rﬂ-]'_ui_'-':U‘.LLquiﬂitil'l'i.i-.hhi e !

FOR SERVICE ON:

INDESFNDENT H.EIIIIHA.'L ELECTORAL COMENBEIOR
Pl $46, Fambesi O £k,

Mittaaty Al
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IN THE FEDERAL HIGH COURT OF NIGERIA

HOLDEN AT ABUJA

SUIT KO.FHC/ABJ/CS/ 12026
BETWEEN:
1. ABAH MICHEAL AUDU “
2. SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY (BDP) PLAINTIFFS

3. DR. CHUKWUAMA UCHECHUKWU OGRONNA

I
(National Ofganizing Seorctary, SDP) i
AND &

INDEPENDENT NATIONAL ELECTORAL DEFENDANT
COMMISSION [INEC)

— e e —————

[ Do Chvkewdsne Udheehukwy Oghamni,. Sdult, Male of Na, |7,
Nawoln Strect, T Pagadoouw Cresdinl Wuse 2, Abuja do bereby make
ol and Stale &8 fllows:

1. Tam the 3% Pianuflf in this suft by, sirtue of iy position, | am
convorminl with the facts of Lhis caye

=

2, The furty herein stated e this afdneil are within my persan
wriowledee excent othiraose stated

3, Thae thig 1 1he anly suit filed m respeat ul this swlyject matrer
A-Thar | did got file multiple actons ‘betore any oot in 1his
e boulsr matter,

| swend 1o thin Afidewnt o pood faith bhewine sanue (o Be ras
and o nommdance wath Ve Oatiu Al

17
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Sworn to at the Federal High Court Registry, Abuia

then. (200 day of .. 5%, 2026

£U



