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IN THE HIGH COURT OF THE FEDERAL CAPITAL TERRITORY

IN THE ABUJA JUDICIAL DIVISION
HOLDEN AT ABUJA

SUIT NO: CV/230/2026

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF LATE ASHIB GODWIN
ANGIATING (DECEASED)

BETWEEN:

1. DR. GREG UKEL ANGIATING
2. MR. GIFT UNIMKE ANGIATING
3. MISS PRISCA BIWOM ANGIATING CLAIMANTS

AND

1. PREMIUM PENSION LIMITED
2. MRS. FELICIA ABIYE-ANGIATING DEFENDANTS

COUNTER-AFFIDAVIT OF THE 2ND DEFENDANT

I, MRS. FELICIA ABIYE-ANGIATING, Female, Adult, Nigerian, of the Federal
College of Education, Obudu, Cross River State, do hereby make oath and state as

follows:

1. That I am the 2nd Defendant in this suit and by virtue of my position, I am

fully conversant with the facts and circumstances giving rise to this action.

2. That I am the lawful surviving wife of Late Mr. Ashib Godwin Angiating
(hereinafter referred to as “the deceased”), having been validly married to him

under applicable law.
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. That the said marriage is evidenced by my marriage licence and affidavit of
marriage/change of name, copies of which are hereby attached and marked as

Annexures CH1a and CH1b, respectively.

. That I have carefully read the Affidavit in Support of Originating Summons
deposed to by the 2nd Claimant and I depose to this Counter-Affidavit in

opposition thereto.

. That in response to paragraph 1 of the Claimants’ Affidavit, I admit that the
deponent is the 2nd Claimant and one of the persons who obtained Letters of

Administration over the estate of the deceased.

. That I state further that the said Letters of Administration were obtained
without my knowledge, consent, participation, or disclosure of my existence

as the lawful surviving spouse of the deceased.

. That the failure to disclose my existence constitutes suppression of material
facts and vitiates the integrity of the probate process through which the said
Letters of Administration were obtained.

. That in response to paragraph 2 of the Claimants’ Affidavit, I admit that the

Claimants are biological children of the deceased.

. That I deny any suggestion that being biological children automatically
confers exclusive right to administer the estate of the deceased to the exclusion

of the lawful surviving spouse.

10.That I deny paragraph 4 of the Claimants’ Affidavit and state that I am not
merely a person claimed by the 1st Defendant to be the Next of Kin, but the
lawful surviving spouse of the deceased duly verified and recognized by the
ﬂ Ist Defendant.
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11.That in response to paragraphs 5 and 6, I admit that the deceased worked at
Federal College of Education, Obudu, Cross River State and died on 4th

December 2021.
12.That I state that until his death, I remained his lawful and subsisting wife.

13.That [ am aware that the deceased was previously married to Mrs. Christiana
Angiating; however, that marriage had been lawfully dissolved during the

lifetime of the deceased.

14.That the divorce proceedings were conducted at the High Court of Cross River
State, Calabar Division, and the relevant divorce processes including the
Petition for Dissolution of Marriage, Verifying Affidavit, Affidavit for
Divorce, and Notice of Petition are attached and marked as Annexures
CH2a-CH2d, respectively.

15.That following the dissolution of the said marriage, Mrs. Christiana Angiating
ceased to bear the name “Angiating” and reverted to her maiden name as

published in Vanguard Newspaper of Friday, October 29,1999 at page 31.
16.That a copy of the said publication is attached and marked as Annexure CH3.

17.That in response to paragraphs 7, 8 and 12 of the Claimants’ Affidavit, I admit
that the deceased maintained a Retirement Savings Account and/or pension

account with the 1st Defendant.

18.That the existence of the said pension account does not override the provisions

of law regulating administration of estates and distribution of estate assets.

19.That in response to paragraph 9, I admit that the Claimants are biological
children of the deceased.



e}

U}

20.That in response to paragraph 11, I state that institutional records showing
biological children do not supersede probate law or determine legal priority

in estate administration where competing lawful interests exist.

21.That in response to paragraphs 13 and 14, I am not in a position to admit the
alleged medical and burial expenses and I put the Claimants to strict proof

thereof.

22.That payment of medical or burial expenses does not confer exclusive legal

rights over the estate of a deceased person.

23.That in response to paragraphs 15 and 16, 1 deny knowledge of the alleged

impersonation and put the Claimants to strict proof thereof.

24.That the said allegations are irrelevant to the determination of proper

entitlement to administer the estate of the deceased.

25.That in response to paragraph 17, I deny the assertion that the deceased listed
only the Claimants as beneficiaries to the exclusion of all other lawful

interests.

26.That in response to paragraphs 18, 19 and 20, I admit that the Claimants
procured a letter of introduction from Federal College of Education, Obudu
and thereafter approached the Probate Registry and applied for Letters of
Administration.

27.That the said application for the Letters of Administration is hereby attached

and marked as Annexure CH4.

28.That the Claimants failed to disclose my existence as the lawful surviving
spouse during the probate proceedings leading to the issuance of the Letters
of Administration.
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29.That the Letters of Administration issued to the Claimants are attached and
marked as CHS.

30.That had my existence been-disclosed, the Probate Registry would have

exercised due caution in issuing the said grant in the manner it was obtained.

31.That the Claimants presented the consent of Mrs. Christiana Angiating as

though she were still a surviving spouse.
32.That the said consent letter is attached and marked as Annexure CH6.

33.That the said consent is fundamentally defective and incapable of conferring

legitimacy on a probate process founded on material non-disclosure.

34.That in response to paragraph 21, [ admit that the Claimants engaged Counsel

and took steps concerning the pension account.

35.That in response to paragraph 22, I admit that Letters of Administration were
issued to the Claimants on 10th October 2024.

36.That I state that the said grant was obtained without full disclosure of material

facts and is therefore defective and liable to be set aside.

37.That in response to paragraph 23, I admit that the Claimants presented the
Letters of Administration to the 1st Defendant.

38.That in response to paragraphs 24 to 31, I admit that the lst Defendant
discovered discrepancies in its records and commenced verification and

investigation.

39.That I further admit that I was contacted by the 1st Defendant as the verified

lawful surviving spouse of the deceased.

40.That I responded and asserted my lawful interest in the estate of the deceased.
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41.That the lst Defendant acted lawfully, prudently, and in good faith by
suspending payment pending resolution of the dispute.

42.That in response to paragraph 32, I deny that the 1st Defendant is under any
obligation to disregard conflicting beneficiary records upon mere presentation

of Letters of Administration.

43.That where credible disputes exist as to entitlement, the 1st Defendant is

entitled and duty-bound to preserve the funds pending judicial determination.

44 That in response to paragraph 33, I admit that Next of Kin does not

automatically become a beneficiary in law.

45.That I state that the central issue herein is the concealment of my status as

lawful surviving spouse during the probate process.

46.That in response to paragraph 34, I deny that the 1st Defendant has disobeyed
any court order, usurped probate jurisdiction, or unlawfully withheld estate
property.

47.That the refusal to release the pension fund is lawful, justified, and consistent

with the duty of prudence imposed on financial institutions.

48.That a genuine dispute exists as to the proper persons entitled to administer

the estate of the deceased.

49.That I have instructed my Counsel to take immediate legal steps to challenge
the validity of the said Letters of Administration before a court of competent
jurisdiction on grounds of material non-disclosure and concealment of

material facts.

50.That it is in the interest of justice that the pension funds remain preserved

pending final determination of the dispute.



51.That I am informed by my Counsel, and I verily believe him, that until the
validity of the said Letters of Administration is resolved by a competent court,
preservation of the pension funds is necessary to prevent a miscarriage of

justice and irreparable prejudice to the rightful beneficiaries.

52.That I deny any allegation of personal wrongdoing, unlawful conduct, or any
independent actionable misconduct whatsoever against the Claimants or any

other person in relation to the subject matter of this suit.

53.That I have been compelled to engage the services of Counsel and incur

significant legal expenses solely as a result of my joinder in this suit.

54.That I verily believe that the interest of justice will be best served by
preserving the pension funds pending the resolution of the substantial disputes
surrounding the propriety of the Letters of Administration and the competing

claims to entitlement by a court of competent jurisdiction.

55.That I depose to this Counter-Affidavit in good faith, believing the facts stated

herein to be true and correct in accordance with the Oaths Act.

—
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SWORN TO AT THE REGISTRY OF THE F. C.T HIGH COURT, ABUJA

THIS
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IN THE CHIEF MAGISTRATE'S COURT OF THE CROSS RIVZR ST*T® OF NIG.
"IN THE CHIEF MAGISTRATE'S FOURT OF OBUDU' MAGI :TRIAL DISTRICT.
WKW

ATFIDAVIT OF MARRTAGE/CHANGE OF NAIE:

I, MR, BO”IFACE RENYA¥ONG ULAYI, iale a native of
Rebuagam Vlllage in obudu Local qove rnment rrea Of
Cross River gtate of Nigeria, a Civil servant now
residing thereat do h°reoy make Oath and dzpose as
fol]ows-

A Exv RE Cu B

1. That I am the gdeponent hereof =5 such T am
conve:sant with the facts deposed herein by
my personal knowledge and belief.

2. That Miss. Ulayi Felicia Abiye is my Dsughter.

3. That the said 1iss, Tlayi DellCl“ *“hlye
was given out in marrisge t» one ir. “odwin
Aship Angtiating of Bebuagbong Villese in Cbudu
rocal novernment irea on the 13th daoy of

4, That the said marriage was contracted in
arccordance with the native law and custom
of Bebuagam people with the consent of both

varents znd their Blessings.

5. That after the performance of the customary
marital rites by Mr. nodwin Aship Anglating
to the parents of Miss. Ulayi Felicia ibiye
the said Miss. Ulayi Telicia Abiye now became
known, called and addressed as MRS, ™LIZIA
ABIVE ANGIATING,

6., That 2ll documents bearing her former
name remain valid,

7. ‘That this Affidavit is for records pur-oses
and to enable any persun(s) or authority(les)
concern believe the fzcts =s deposed herein
and effect the Thange,

_ AMD THAT T SWEAR to this solemn Affidavit
“on801°ntlously beljev1ng sape to be t“ue and correct
~nd in pccordance with the Provisions of the “aths
Act of 1000

/4E155f“ 1:??’hfkc?i:k’g(j fiﬁ T ::....

: DEPOYET™WT.
i SUORY TC at the Chief Magi-traters

3 Court Registry, Obudu this 26th day
of september, 2005,

pyRTwe

CONMISSTIONER TOR

S N - O/) -t /pl?



ANNE AW, CH DA

N _THE HIGH COURT OF THE CROSS RIVER STATE OF NIGERIA

k. CALABA
SUIT NO/”L%./..A W‘D

S OrDEN AT CATHBAR

RIMO CAUSES __ (DIVORCE

BETWEEN

MRS, CHRISTIANA IMAZI ANGI TITIONER
AND "

MR. GODWIN ASHIB ANGIATING e ey RESPONDENT

PETITION FOR DECRiE OF DISSOLUTIUN OF MARRIAGE
Tos THE ABOVE NAMED HIGH COURT

The petitioner Mrs, Christiana Imazi Anyating whose address is
Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation Port-Harcourt, Rivers State
of Nigeria and who is a Public Servant, petitions the court for a
decree of dissolution of marriage against the Respondent, whose
address is Bebuagbong, Obudu/Ogoja Road, Obudu and who is now
employed with the National Population Commission, Obudu, on the
ground that the Respondent has been separated from the petitioner
and have lived apart for a continuous period of over & years

MARRIAGE
1¢ The petitioner, tnen a spinster was lawfully married to the
Respondent then a bachelor, at the St. Charles Catholic
Parish, Obudu, Cross River State on the 19 day of December,
1987, under the provisions of the Marriage Act, At the
hearing the petitioner shall found upon the certificate of
marriage,

2, The surname of the petitioner immediately before the marriage
was Miss Christiana Imazi Agianpuye. |

3 The Petitioner was not previously married before her marriage
to the Respondent,

BJRTH OF PETITIONER AND RESPONDENT

4, The petitioner was born at Obudu on the 2nd day of July, 1963
and the Respondent was born at Obudu on the 30th day of
October, 1954,

DOMICILE OR RESIDENCE

5. The Petitioner is within the meaning of the Matrimonial Causes
Act, Domiciled in Nigeria, The facts on which the court will

be asked to find that the petitiovner is so domiciled are as
follows s~
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The Petitioner was born in Nigex-ia of mgtrian Parents and
dives ih Nigeria, - - .

‘The Respondent was also born in Nigeria of Nigerian Parents
who alst live in Nigeria, '

.COHABITATION

Partioulars of the places at whith and perieds during which
the petitiorier and Respondent have oohabited arg as fpllowsie

&)  AY the University of Galabar Staff Oufrters, Stata
Housing Estate, Oalebar Lrom 1987 t0 1991

b) At No, 136 M,C,C Road, Qalabar from 1992 to 1993+

?. The date on which and oircumatanoes in which cohabitation
betweeﬁ tht ?ctitioner and the Respondent ceased are as
) followsz%
The Petitloner and the Responaent remained saparatea and
have oontinued to 1ive apart since 1993& .
CHILDREN , |
8, Particulars relating to the children to whom order v Rule
$ appliest
a) UKEH ANGIATING - 13 YEARS, Jss 13X
for - o *’f” b“) ‘mmm ANGIATING 11 YEARS, JSS IX
3 " R .- .
X 2 4) a:wom ANGIATING - 9 YEARS, ?RIMARY 4,
%4 - ' * ¥ . ..
/. PREVIOUS +PROCEEDINGS. S -
9, Since thé Marriage, there have not been any)previocus proceed-
T ings in a court ‘between the petidioner seondente . .n
PACES =" : -

.A0% The facts relisd by the petitioner as constitutins the

grounds specified above are as tollowss-

2) ~ The Petitioner and the Respondent have lived apart for
..  over six years and they ¢an not reasonably‘be expested

to 1£ve together any longer,

b) The marriage has broken down irretrievablys

s PROFOSED AERANBEMENT FOR THE CHILDREN

12i

ALl the three children of the marriage have remaﬂ'&ed under
" the exolusive care of the Petitioner and lived with her
sgince 1993, The children shall continue to live with the
petitioner while they attend the age of 21 years as their
education is more paramount to the petitioner,

ORDERS SOUGHT

13:

The Potitioncr saeks the following orderss

[ I

000/3

]
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‘THE RESPONDENY

3o

. A Deorea o dissd)ution 62 the marriage on the ground

that the Patitioner and the Respondent have been
separated for a éontinuous period of over six years
in that the marriage has broken down irrétrievably
and the Petitioner can not reasonably be expected

¥ 1ive with the Respondent,

This Petition was settled by BARTH A¢ J2ATO (LEGAL
PRAGTIT;ONER) for .the Qatitgon,e;"/)

Filed this o\/{. .‘q. day 0L eeee 'm 2698 by BARTH
A, IEATO ESQ. on behalt of the Petitioner whose
address for service iz Buite 12 B, Cultural Centre

Shopping Gomplex, Barracks Road, Calabar,

-

BARTH A. IZATO ESQ

{COUNSEL TC THE PETITICNER)
SUIT 12 B

CULTURAL CENTRE SHOPPING
‘COMPLEX, OALABAR,

S BEBUAGBONG VILLAGE
Lo n at s OBUDU/OGOJA ROAD
CrTEEny e enEen OBUDGL T T



ANNEXWLE, CH OB

N THE HIGH COURT © £ C VER STATE OF NIGERIA
IN THE CALABA IAL DIVIE
D ALABAR i
SUIT NO. #0/ / A/ PR RS
BETWEEN:
MRS. CHRISTIANA IMAZI ANGIATING

ARD

' ERIFYING AFFIDAV

I.\Qra. Christiana Imazi Anglating, female, christian and

Nigerian citizen of the Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation,
Port Harcourt, Rivers State do hereby make oathj

1. 'That I am the pPetitiocner in this suit.

2. That I verify the facts stated in my pc?ition by virtue of
my personal knowledge of same. ‘

3. That: the statements set forth in paragraphs 1 to 13 of my
petitlion are true and correct to the best of my knowledge,
inf#;matlpn and belief.

4. !hag/thc Marriage Certificate has not been annexed to my

% petigion because same is in the custody of the Respondent,

A Y

That I make this affidavit in good faith and in support of
- my petition for a Decree of Dissolution of the marriage
" eontracted between the Respondent and Myself.

i ",

v : C’A

\ WeS g0 eeev et l
S DEPONENT
SWORN TO AT ins

3 Gouks fE::a/sf;srnv
CALABAR TH1S g\z. DAY OF +.ebisadYs

oy AOO9

1
\
)
\
\

\ BEFORE
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oA “’"ﬁ/ IN' THE COURT' OF APPEAL
g F o Dﬁ'% HOLDEN AT PORT HARCOURT

M"FIDAVIT FOR _DIVORCE

i

I, MRS CHRISTIANA IMAZI ANGIATING, of NNPC Medical
S --—————s-_-.__Cmatr‘e_p_gr,h?!;lanom:t -Christian, Nigerian Citizen,.native.
: of Obudu in Obudu Local Government Area of Cross River . '
State, Federal Republic of Nigeria, now residing at No.
6 Obinachi Street, Total Village, Port Harcourt ‘do hereby
; declare on Oath as follows:- B

1. That MR. A.G. ANGIATING became my husband in 1985
~under agreement between my parents and his parents

“‘Aooéfding‘ to . khe: hatWe Jllaw of obudu land a&%ﬁp
doctrine of’ the Church.o 5 ; L -
I Y
2 . -ﬂhat I am now deciding to terminate the marriage
egreement between me and him on the ground of the

; following reasons:

(1) - Frequent beating/neglegcnce of Duty

‘ (2) He separeted from me for over one year.
,ff‘g © (3) None peacefull negotiation by his family,
?Q;*f . (4) Insecurity due to family influence/hostility.
g 3. That this solemn declaration 1s now required for

record purposes, and confirmation of the above
.sthted reasons.

‘o‘;‘:_f.- i o ;;J‘““{ v}!; ik ,Au'<.,: T S e ety
.va .* T .."'_ - T Wy ey
R A ¢ 7] THAT T"hake “M@*ﬁfﬁ&gv%We Leyinaciy
1 B O J. — e "#
R FA T same to be true and correct by the virtue of Provisions.

L.r: 1. )

¥ ' - of oaths Act of 1963,

i .. Sworn to at the Court of Appeal,

Lo  Registry, Port Harcourt, this

_j.u.‘. | » Li}{?2t35y'of Gﬂ§%?ar- 1994. ﬁz%ﬁkazy4o

.r""?':‘;'_‘ ”-:‘:“.7‘7"7’.;.‘ Srgrn, . _l_ak ¥ e %
B e g/?-s‘._o;
” ' : \. :

fe




ARNNTXURE CH 21
Ct.¢

l ‘ IN THE HIGH COURT OF THE CROSS RIVER STATE OF NIGERIA
15 % , Wm THE CALABAR JUDICIAL DIVISION

T, HOLDEN AT GALADAR, o
BETWEENS ¥ e ERDSUIT nofg/%/.‘é./m

MRS, CHRISTIANA IMAZI ANGIATING TI0n
AND

p
\r;n/. GODWIN ASHIB ANGIATING

CE OF PET
TO: Mre Qodwin Ashib Anglati .
Bobég,bo Villagtng e L
Obud! Oggga Road, £
Obudu, Cross River State,

TAKE NOTICE that a petition has been presented to the above-named
court by Mrs, Christiana Imazi Angiating of Nigerian National Petro-
leum Corporation, Port - Harcourt, Rivers State of Nigeria, institu-
ting proceedings for a decree of dissclution of marriage.

2. A sealed copy of the petition is delivered to you with this
Notice,

3. 1If you intend to consult a solicitor in connection with the
proceedings you should take to him ell the documents delivered
to you. |

4, If you desire:

a; To deny any fact alleged in the patition,

b To allega any additlonal facts for the consideration of
) the court,

c

To submit to the court that it should 'dismiss any of the
proceedings instituted by the petitioner, or

d) To meke any other submission to the court; you should
file an answer to the petition.

9., If you wish to institute procecdings for dissolution of
marriagenullity of marriage, Judicial separation or restitution
of -conjugalsrights, you may do so in an answer to the petition
filed by you. If you institute proceedings for dissolution
of marriage on the ground that the petiticner has committed
adultery, you may also, by the answer, institute proceedings
for damages in respect of the adultery.

6, If you do not wish to file an answer but wish to receive a
copy of each document filed in connection with the proceedings,
you should file a Notice of address for sorvice, However,
unless you file an answer, you will nct, without! the leave of
the court be entitled to furnish evidence to the court at the
trial of the proceedings and the court may hear and deteraine
the proceedings in your absunce,

ouo/z
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edve this Notice
or within sueh extended period as the petitioner or the

cours allows, and service of & ¢o,y of the answer or Notice
wusy be effsctod in aooomlxoo w.tth the matrimonial cguses

-Any ahswer oF Notice of addresa for sepvice filed by you
‘must be L4led within 28 days a!ter you req

rules,

B’w‘ E
DATED AT OALABKR. Tﬁlsuls o DAY OF 3% eve0d 0000y ’4&0

s

RE G TTRAR
ADDRESSES FOR_SERVICU |
PETITIONER - - Cho HER COUNSEL

BARTH A. IZATO ESQ,

BARTH Ae I1ZATO & ABBUCIATES
SUIT 12 B

CULTV CENTRE SHOPPING
COMPL CALABAR,

. - MR, GODWIN A. ANGIATING
RESPONDERT BESUAGBONG VILLAGE
CBUDU/CGOJA ROAD
UBULU . '




THE HIGH COURT OF THE CROSS

STATE OF NXGE
CALABA 810
HOLDEN AT CALABAR .
BETVEEN; syt uo,ﬁ%{:{ﬁ.,,/aw

MRS, CHRISTIANA IMAZX ANGIATING "
2o oRY_REGIS,
AND o

. (_3,2‘ 1 e
MR, GODWIN ASHIB ANGIATING e < / ¢,/ ROQPUNDENT
A —

I, Mr, Godwin Ashib Anglating Acknowledge that

the cseeese day
OFf svoesescses 1000, A ceevesssrcesessees I 0

ived e

{a) A sealed copy of the petition in these proceedings, and

{v) A Notice of petition addressed to ne,

I elso acknowledge that I am the person referred to in the sesled
copy .of the petition as the RESPONDENT and that I am the person to
whom the Notice of petition is addressed,

Dated at Calabar, thiB eesncocsonses ﬂay of ovssevnene 2908,

(XXX ISR SNRNR NN RN R XL A AR AR

Mr, Godwin Ashib Anglathng
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ANNEXULE CH i | |
GH COURT OF JUSTICE «‘i‘“ -

PROBATE LETTER
From
N
1 DATE: August 29, 2022

The Probate Registrar . '
HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE it
FEDERAL CAPITAL TERRITORY
ABUJA.
SIR,

ANGIATING GODWIN (AKA) ANGIATING ASHIB GODWIN DECEASED
I/WE MR ANGIATING GIFT UNIMKE AND MS ANGIATING PRISCA BIWOM, SON AND DAUGTHER of th
above-named deceased hereby apply for a granf of Letters of Administration/Probate of the said decea-ed wh-
died at NNPC HOSPITAL MAITAMA ABUJA on the 4TH of DECEMBER, 2021 and who prior to his/hr deat!
nad his/her fixed place Abode at BEBUAGBON{QV@;.AGE OBUDU, CROSS RIVER STATE in State of Migeria.
N :

N N / A
, B 5 A f A X
I/We/am/are ..."... e ;"‘5& .................

Yours Fathfullh

1. MR ANGIATING GIFT UNIMKE
2. MS ANGIATING PRISCA BIWOM

Jurat: The foregoing having been read over and interpreted to the bearer applicant/applicants MR ANGIATINCG
GIFT UNIMKE AMD MS ANGIATING PRISCA BIWOM in the Language by me when they/he/she seeme.

perfectly to understand same before affixing his/her thumbs prints thereon.

Interpreter
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Plol 476, T . Maitama, PM.B. 89, Abuja

IMTHE MATTER OF AN API'LICATION FOR THE GRANT OF

=

EOBATE/LETTERS OF ADMINISTRATION OF THE ESTATE OF

Lo 'Z. C (AKAY ANGIATING ASHEB GODWIN (ATLAY GODWIN AL ANGIANTING
(DECEASED)

' Co e of Administeation issue to the Petitioners: :
MR AMNGIATIMG GIFT TINIMYE {AKA) MR GIFT UNRMKE AMGIATING of
PEACE COURT 18T, LOKOGOMA ABUJA and BMS ANGIATING PRISCA
BIWOM (ARAY MISS PRIBCA BIWOM AHGIATING of PEA ST
LOKOGOMA ABUIA, as administrators, being the SON and DAUGHTER

P20 NG TR FOLLOWING:
P i For s of Administration/Probut - dated the 29™ day of August. 2022 was filed.

Newspapers of 3

“ation of the Petition have been publicly displayed m the Leadership

i,

dior published in the Gazette of the Federal. Capital Territory of Nig
Toners were sworn o and filed on the 20™ day of Avgust, 2022

i the sur of NS300:00k vaas executed.

y, Ubua Anita Anyinukiema and Ubua Vera Andokie justified and were accordingly

s ave beer paid.

2wl erpending against the petition.

leave he manted by My ord the Chiel Judoec of the Federal Capital Terriiory,

casrovals having been given with nis assent.

20024
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S, 83 oosfumbe BB ounlaagane
f‘f”/gm/‘( 2 POF ’3,}}:,1‘;;.&}%\5:1 [ t&gﬁﬁ‘ g“f‘; )

.

el

{EDIR 3
N ﬁ }:15?1/ cﬁdz“:‘qi 2]9 'k T 3 .: 1 *
s ;'jé’ b s, Y 'f‘i il 3 L{j { {n ‘ﬂ:’ I Ji‘
E=) i ]2 *. A i i 4
L el gt ji HAZ XA \ 3 .2
B8 et Lo '
v SOOB AT N o ye : . [N e
N SR FCodeial Crpial Terrigory, SIS0
~, . L2 ‘.A".' . . . . hd - r .
% NI e Piot 426, Tigris Grescenl. Maitama, PM.B. 89, Abuja.
i

- Refereans nomber: FCT/HC/PM/1938/2022
1o TEEATY SR ANGIATING GODWIN (AKA) ANGIATING ASHIB GODWIN (A KA)
GODWIN A, ANGIANTIMNG
ERRRE A BEBUAGEONG VILLAGE OBUDU, CROSS RIVER STATE
Vo ZD0F piadd NNPC MEDICAL SERVICES, MAITAMA, ABUIA
L E DRI ATE 4V DAY OF DECEMBER. 2021
(PURSUAMT '1'0 ORDER 62 AND ORDER 64)
CRANT OF LETTER OF ADMINISTRATION (WITHOUT WILL)
S % ETICITTN taee 4t the date horeunder writton, letter of Administration of all the personal and real.
e i ars Cwnoveble property of the above-named deceased, as anoexed in the continuntion sheets to
S paesmy . waeesrere GRAINTER! o
o MR ANGIATING GIFT UMDMKE (AKA) MR GIFT UNIMKE ANGIATING of
PEACE COURT EST. LOHOGOMA ABUJA nnd MS ANGIATING PRISCA
BIWOM (AKA) MISS PRISCA BIWOM ANGIATING of PEACE COURT EST.
LOKOGOMA ABUJA as »-dministrators, being the SON and DAUGHTER.
bov oacmes paen Gisving been first sworn well and faithfully to administer the same by paying the just
Wil heozaned and distributing the residve of the deceased’s pronerty according to luw and render a
C1onigs eescuat ot histher administration whencver lawflly required.
Sy ezne shuined from the Chied Judze of the Federal Capital Territory.
k ‘7 - ?“";«y i‘-
b1y i1 . .
, e Tes 'x./g ; 4g T
s ROCTELT R __ Dayof » J .. 2024
ef""-"
Y
o SR i
: : Satfent
"" D S T LTLITET ;: Bl l:;gg‘-{?{ﬁ%ﬁl_@tfw,: ‘.
AFSTRAR ... 1 Probaie DEBEIN: T 0y

=X e AA BN .
(l“\_&:,.mg“.;,‘

2024/09/17H




IN'UHE HIG{{ COURT OF THE FEDERAL CAPITAL TERRITO RY, ABUJA NIG ERIA
(PROBATE DI VISION)

NOTICE TO EXECUTORS AND ADMINISTRATORS
The attention of Execut.ors, Administrators and of the public generally is hereby referved to
rdler 62 Rule 41 of the Fligh Court (Civil Procedure) Rules, 2018
Crder 62 Rule 41 of the High Court (Civil Procedure) Rules, 2018
Admiunisiration éetneraﬂy
41.(1} Every person to whom a grant of probate or letters of administration has or have been
made and avery administrator appointed by the Court shall, if called upon by the Court,

“ile in Comnt the account of his administration and shall thereafter file such further
periodic accounts as the Court may directuniil the completion of the administration,

2

-

Au execuior or administrator who fails within any such period to file his accounts as
specified shall be liable to such penalty not Iess than N1,000.00 ns a Court may think fit to
1mpose, av.d every such fine shall, on non-payment, be enforceable by distress and where
distressis insufficient, by imprisonment for a term not exceedin & six months.

(3) Where an cccount is filed in Court uncer thir. Rule, the Court shall scrutinize the account
and if it appears to the Court that by reason of improper orunjustifiable entries or lhat the
accountjs vot a full and proper account, the Court may give written notice to the person
fling 01 account to remedy such defects within such time as the Court may deem
reasonablé for the purpose, and on failure ko remedy such defects within such tine, the
person who filed such defective account sha U be taken to have failed to file an account

within the meaning of this Rule, and proceedings may be taken against that person A
nccordingty.

{4) Alourtmay, on the motion of an intervsted party, or on its own, surmmon any executor or
o admmistrator failing to file account, to show cause why he should nothe punished.

(5) ACourtntay for good cause shown extend the time for such filing of accounts.

(6) Anexecutor or administrator who hasg beer granted an extension of time to file such ‘
accountsan who fails within such extended time to file such accounts, shall be Hable to @ﬂ'
the penalty stated above and the procedure for bringing him before the Court shall be
invoked. . : '

(7) shallbe the du ty of the Probate Registrar to bring to the notice of the Court the fact that :
ahy executor oradministrator has failed to file his accoumnts as required by this Rule. j Niae;

(8) The accounts shall be open free-of charge to the inspection of ail persons satisfying the oo
Frobate Registrar thatthey ave interested in the administration.

(9) in this rule, the word “acco unts” includes an inventory, an account of the adwministration,
thevouchers in hands of the exceutor oradminisirator, and an affidavit in verification.

L T mme el e AN '

N o -rut Sl ‘i .y ;#‘." i .«.z‘u;:“‘: !’:?w;:- ” .i:,’.: ':;v.-\jd- i i

e 1g !y ' v el GOEY O T VT r:'i‘s B A &.‘..» LA i W | ;

"heRegistey, Probe ' b Erolgse@oolinent |

HighCourtof Justice NIRRT i ria\ : I

. PR RE, . k - 5 I G, Wi, A b PR e aRn ey 5 ]

Federal Capital Tertory | Neme. .. S I Rc*gjs"t{a;'m AV
Abuia. - ; A e i
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. N500.00
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IN THE HIGH COURT OF THE FEDERAL CAPITAL TERRITORY
IN THE ABUJA JUDICIAL DIVISION
HOLDEN AT ABUJA

SUIT NO: CV/230/2026

. ANGIATING (DECEASED)
BETWEEN: ’

1. DR. GREG UKEL ANGIATING
2. MR. GIFT UNIMKE ANGIATING
3. MISS PRISCA BIWOM ANGIATING

AND

1. PREMIUM PENSION LIMITED
2. MRS. FELICIA ABIYE-ANGIATING DEFENDANTS

WRITTEN ADDRESS IN SUPPORT OF THE COUNTER-AFFIDAVIT OF

THE 2ND DEFENDANT
1.0 INTRODUCTION
May it please this Honourable Court. /,
./
This Written Address is respectfully filed in suf ) /‘
2nd Defendant in opposition to the Claimants’ A

both the validity and legal sufficiency of the pro
is predicated, as well as the legality of the relie
as Pension Fund Administrator.



7. AND FOR SUCH FURTHER OR OTHER ORDERS as this Honourable

Court may deem fit to make in the circumstances.

The gravamen of the Claimants’ case is an invitation to this Honourable Court to
compel the immediate release and payment of pension benefits standing to the credit
of the Retirement Savings Account of the late Mr. Ashib Godwin Angiating (“the
deceased”), principally on the strength of Letters of Administration allegedly
obtained by the Claimants.

With respect, the foundation of this suit is gravely disputed.

The evidence before this Honourable Court discloses serious and substantial
questions touching on the integrity of the probate process, the existence of
competing beneficiary claims, and the statutory obligations imposed on the st

Defendant in the administration and disbursement of pension assets.

At the heart of this dispute lies a dual legal question of considerable significance.
First, whether Letters of Administration allegedly procured without full and frank
disclosure of the existence of the lawful surviving spouse of the deceased can validly
ground a claim for estate administration. Second, whether such Letters of
Administration, even if assumed to subsist, can override the statutory and contractual
obligations governing pension administration so as to compel the immediate release
of pension benefits in the face of competing beneficiary records and unresolved

disputes as to entitlement.

Put differently, the central question before this Honourable Court is whether Letters
of Administration allegedly procured through material non-disclosure can be used
as an automatic basis to compel immediate release of pension funds notwithstanding

substantial unresolved disputes as to entitlement.

The 2nd Defendant respectfully submits that the answer must be in the negative.



h)

»

The 2nd Defendant’s position is that the Claimants’ case rests on a seriously
impeached probate foundation and a fundamental misapprehension of the legal
framework governing pension assets, beneficiary verification, and fiduciary

obligations imposed on Pension Fund Administrators.

Accordingly, this suit is fundamentally defective, procedurally inappropriate, and

unsustainable in law.
2.0 ISSUE FOR DETERMINATION

Whether in the circumstances of this case, the Claimants have established any legal
basis entitling them to compel immediate release of the deceased’s pension benefits,
notwithstanding the substantial disputes surrounding the propriety of the Letters of
Administration, the existence of competing beneficiary claims, and the statutory

duty of verification imposed on the 1st Defendant.

3.0 ARGUMENT

(1) My Lord, the Claimants’ case is fundamentally flawed both in law and in fact.
The entire action proceeds on the assumption that once Letters of Administration are
produced, the Ist Defendant becomes automatically bound to release pension
benefits standing to the credit of the deceased. With respect, that proposition does

not represent the law.

(2) The law governing probate administration, pension administration, and judicial
procedure does not support such an absolute proposition, particularly in

circumstances where substantial disputes exist as to entitlement,

(3) Probate proceedings are proceedings of utmost good faith. Every applicant
approaching the Probate Registry owes a duty of full and frank disclosure of all



i

o)

material facts relevant to the administration of the estate. The integrity of the probate

process depends entirely on candour and complete disclosure.

(4) The evidence before this Honourable Court discloses substantial and troubling
facts affecting the integrity of the probate process. The uncontroverted documentary
evidence establishes that the 2nd Defendant is the lawful surviving spouse of the

deceased as evidenced by Annexures CH1a and CH1b respectively.

(5) Further, Annexures CH2a-CH2d establish that the deceased’s previous
marriage to Mrs. Christiana Imazi Angiating had been lawfully dissolved, while
Annexure CH3 shows that following the dissolution of that marriage, she reverted

to her maiden name, Mrs. Christiana Agianpuye Auta.

(6) The legal implication is clear and unavoidable: at the time of the deceased’s

death, the 2nd Defendant was the only lawful surviving spouse.

(7) Yet, the Claimants proceeded to obtain Letters of Administration without
disclosure of this material fact. More significantly, they relied on the consent of Mrs.
Christiana Imazi Angiating (NOW, Mrs. Christiana Agianpuye Auta) as though

she remained a lawful surviving spouse, as evidenced by Annexure CH6.

(8) My Lord, this omission is far from a minor procedural irregularity. It goes
directly to the integrity of the probate process and substantially weakens the legal

foundation upon which the Claimants now seek relief.

(9) The law is settled that where material facts are concealed, any process founded

upon such concealment becomes seriously impeachable.

(10) This Honourable Court need not make a final pronouncement on the validity of
the Letters of Administration at this stage to appreciate the gravity of the dispute

surrounding their propriety. The existence of credible evidence of material non-
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disclosure alone renders the Claimants’ demand for immediate release of pension
funds highly unsafe.

4.0 CONCLUSION

My Lord, from the totality of the facts, affidavit evidence, and applicable law, it is
respectfully submitted that the Claimants’ case is fundamentally defective in

substance, procedure, and legal foundation.

The Letters of Administration upon which the Claimants principally rely are
seriously impeached by credible evidence of material non-disclosure, particularly
the failure to disclose the existence of the 2nd Defendant as the lawful surviving
spouse of the deceased during the probate process. That omission raises substantial
and legitimate questions as to the propriety, integrity, and legal weight of the probate

foundation upon which this suit is built.

The suit is further rendered incompetent by the Claimants’ adoption of the
Originating Summons procedure in circumstances where substantial, hostile, and
irreconcilable disputes of fact clearly exist, including disputes relating to the
propriety of the Letters of Administration, competing beneficiary claims, and the

lawful persons entitled to administer and benefit from the estate of the deceased.

It is equally submitted that pension benefits are governed not merely by probate
principles, but by a statutory and contractual framework under the Pension Reform
Act, 2014, which imposes clear obligations of due diligence, verification, and

prudence on Pension Fund Administrators before disbursement of pension assets.

In the present circumstances, genuine competing claims exist regarding entitlement
to the deceased’s pension benefits. Faced with conflicting records and unresolved

beneficiary disputes, the 1st Defendant acted lawfully, prudently, and in accordance



with its fiduciary and statutory obligations by preserving the pension funds pending

proper resolution of the disputes.

With respect, the Claimants have failed to establish any credible legal basis upon
which this Honourable Court can compel the immediate release of the pension

benefits in the face of such substantial unresolved disputes.

In the interest of justice, equity, and the preservation of the res, this Honourable
Court is respectfully urged to decline the invitation to prematurely authorize

disbursement of disputed pension funds.

Accordingly, we respectfully urge this Honourable Court to resolve all issues in
favour of the Defendants, dismiss and/or strike out the Claimants’ claims in their

entirety, and award substantial costs against the Claimants.

-
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Dated this day of July, 2026.
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